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THE
History

The Conservator - July 5th, 1923

Cheltenham, July 2 - Ferndale Park is a place well
known in Peel now and motorists have no trouble
finding this lovely spot on the banks of the Credit within
a stone’s throw of old Boston Mills. The river flows
murmingly under the bridge beside which lie the ruins
of the famous old mill and then laves the green banks
of this gem like a summer resort. The place is a natural
amphitheatre, sloping from the edge of the high bank
on the east side to the river’s edge on the
west. No greener, richer carpet of
grass is to be found in Peel than
that which clothes Ferndale. :
Why the name Ferndale? Because %
in the rich bottomland beside «
the river, is a natural plantation of
stately ferns, waving their graceful
fronds in the fragrant summer air.

The above discription of Ferndale Park taken from an article pulblished in the
The Brampton Conservator, July of 1923, has remained accurate well into
the next century - except for the “well known in Peel”. Throughout the years
Ferndale Park has become a best kept secret. We, as residence of this gem,
are lucky to share in that secret as we live in and experience its charm.
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Your new Ferndale Park hoard memhers!
Welcome!

As | step into the role of Ferndale Park board president, I'm so pleased to
introduce to all of you, our new board.

Those of you who have lived in our community for a while will of course know
James Purdy, Chris Haggerty and Billy Blackmore who have all stepped up to the
plate once again in service of our community to assume positions on our board.

The Ferndale Park Members and Board all wish to extend our deepest
appreciation to Hanns Willemsen for everything he's done during his time as
president.

I would also like to express my appreciation to Tommy Carney and Roger
Hartung. Elected to the board at last year's AGM, they have done a fantastic
job in their service this passed year. Regrettably, they will not be staying on the
board going forward and will be missed. A big thanks to both of them for all
their hard work!

S Our first year saw progress in many areas. We had a

' \ successful clean up week last spring with the East

\ Side winning by completely filling their dumpster.

| Another notable project was tree removal done by
| Zeke Dean. He removed many dangerous trees

/ and tree limbs for us. We must give a shout out to
Zeke for the prompt, professional job. We received
input from many residents as to how clean and neat
he left each property upon the completion of each
removal.

As we start into another year we hope to continue to bring improvements to the
community we all love.




The

HIStOry

Of Ferndale Park

A Cursory History by Andrew N. McLellan 1978. Written in honour of his
mother Catherine (Kit) McLellan and William (Bill) Reid both long-time
summer residents.

Mr. Harry K. House, “A merchant residing in the Village of Cheltenham-
acquired a parcel of land for the token sum of one dollar from Mr. Hugh
E. Henry, farmer, under an agreement dated the 5th of February, 1924,
for the purpose of establishing a summer cottage and picnic resort.
Through an agreement of sale dated the 13th of April, 1926, Mr. House
is recorded as having sold about 10 acres of his property running along
the west side of the Credit River to Mr. William LeGrow for the sum of
eighteen hundred dollars and the explicit purpose of erecting additional
cottages and a hotel (“The Riverside Inn"), but with the stated proviso
that, “A right of way is reserved and other uses of the grounds for all
peoples coming to Ferndale Park and which is given to people residing
on the grounds in connection with other grounds in comprising Ferndale
Park.”

During the next two decades, Ferndale Park was gradually developed
into a very popular rental cottage community and picnic ground under
the propietorship of patriarchal Mr. House, his wife and son, Norman.

A large pavilion was built during the 1930's and was proudly billed as
the place, ‘where particular young people dance'. The building also in-
cluded a general store, tea room and post office and continued to serve
the Cheltenham/Inglewood area to a lessor and lessor degree until it
was sadly demolished during the late ‘60s.

Throughout the war years, Ferndale was a thriving summertime com-
munity with a very active social and recreational life. A general housing
shortage and close proximity to the war industries in the Malton area
resulted in the winterising of a few cottages and that trend has regret-
fully continued until today. The Park has gradually become more of a
residential community with each passing year.

Long gone are the days when most cottagers made their weekend and
holiday jaunts to Ferndale aboard steam-puffing trains on the CN and
CP rail lines that encompassed the Park. Although the fond memories
linger on, the loss of the trains is one of the main reasons why the ‘good
old days’ at Ferndale will never be experienced again!
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During the early 1920s
Ferndale or Ferndale Park
in Chinguacousy Township
was a populare recreational
Centre with boating and
dancing facilities. It was so
named as ferns grew well

in the rich soil along the
river's edge (7, July5, 1923).
By the mid-1930s there

was two summer resorts

-- Ferndale on the east bank
and Riverside on the west
bank. Ferndale as a name
was more popular and thus
depicted on official maps. At
one time it even displaced,
to a certain extent, that of
Boston Mills to the north.
With the building of a bridge
joining the two resrts the
name of Riverside faded out
of use. By the 1970’s with
the reinstatement of Boston
Mills on offical maps both

it and Ferndale were used
and considered as distinct
places. With the advent of
the automobile many summer
residents of Ferndale where
lured elsewhere; thus by the
mid 1970s there were only
a few permanent homes on
the est bank and the west
bank was a commercial
campground with more than
50 lots.
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» To spend the

just a weekend
instead of renting a
cottage for the whole

summer Who's/Who
of Toronto’s rich and
famous would take
the train up from
Union Station. Above
the dance floor all
around the top of the
Pavillion there were
rooms that you could
rent.
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V¥V The “Tearoom”
where weekenders
would have their

meals. :
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Durilrls' the summer months, the pavilion al l'erndale park is a popular
gathering spot for dancing enthuriasts, The current dancing season
npens theré on Saturday evening of this week,

Ferndale Park
Was Well Known
To Early Settlers

No place on the Credit is more
attractive than Ferndale Park at
the present time, though it is well
vemembered by the older setflers
that the site of the park at the
present time was a few years ago
i ecountry picee of land. Even
though the peopls in the early days
did not agitate a park, il was uni-
versally predicted that the grounds
would be an attractive place in
vears to come. Long after Boston
Mills was reduced from a thriving
village to & population which ean
be counted on tem fingers to-day,
it was desired of Mr. Harry
House to meke the district an at-
tractive park, which naw accomo-
rlutes thousands of tourists every
year, and looks after the business
men and their families from Tor-
nnto and many other places, wha
since the park has opened have re-
turned to spend their summer
monthe for as far back as seven-
teen consecutive yeals,

First Sod Turned

The first sod in the park was
turned April 13th, 1921, to ervect a
tool shanty. In the early spring of
the same year Mr. House erected
five cottages, which were occupied
immediately after they were com-
rleted, In 1922 Mr. House erected
five more cottages which were
rented immediately. In August 1922
the modern pavilion was opened,
and from that time on Ferndale
Park grew, dancing, Bathing, Fish-
ing, Tennis, Bowling, being enjoyed
from the early spring until the late
fall. As time went on more cot-
tages were eracted until 80 modern
huildings are being rented exelu-
=ivaly by the season, Dancing is one
of the attractive features of the
park, guests being entertained from
Toronto and other outside places
n a madern pavilion fully equipperd
with refreshment booths, drezsing
rooms, and modern equipment for
bV entilation. Mother Nature ic prom-
inent at the park during the sum-
mer months, as she supplies the
cattages with spring waters direct

from the mountains, and also sup-

K. |Egypt, France, Italy, and many

plies seenery that is not to be found
elzewhere in the Dominion. A mad-
ern orchestra is always engaged
for the danecing season, and even
though the weather is inclement
sometimes, il does not interfere
with the crowd, as every conveni-
ence i provided for the parking
of cars, and roads to the park ara
always in excellent condition, Mr.
House is mnkinpé-big preparations
for hig openin nee on Saturday
night, May 20th. word being al-
ready received thatl several parties
from Toronto, Brampton and other
places will be prosent,

Distinguished Guesta

As a demonstration thal the
seenery of the park cannot be ex-
celled upon, H, Tygerson, danish
artist, who has wravelled in Europe,

other foreign places, decided tn
make his headquarters at Ferndale
Park last summer, and in his re-
marks to a reporter stated that he
had never sketehed any place that
possessed the inspiration that he
received at Ferndale, Mr. Tygerson
will veturn to the park to spend the
summer months this year,

Ferndale Park received its hame
from the dale of ferns which are so
plentiful {rom spring until fall. an
forms a bed of bheauty throughou!
the park. An incident worthy of
mention is that Premier Hepburn
and his cabinet were guests at the
park during the geason of 1936.

Twa . railroad= cut through the
park property and adds as 2 con-
venience to the guests who, not
only remain for the summer, bui
to the thousands who come for
week-ends. )

Another attraction at the park
are the sing-songs which are held
in the pavilion at the week-ends,
and gives entertainment to not only
the residents of the park but the
entire community. A general field
day is alwayvs held once a season,
and is conducted by the cottagers,
this zupplying plenty of amuse-
ment for both old and young.

In the early days the Wilkinson
hemestead was situated in the jm-
mediate vieinity of the park, and
though the families have grown in
large numbers and have moved to
other places they have returned to
celebrate the family re-unions from
time to time,




FERNDALE PARK

ewshites

The Flood of 2018

Our community came together this spring when Mother Nature
dropped a giant iceberg on the lower road. Both private owners
and Cooperative residents volunteered their time with ice picks,
axes and whatever other tools they had to smash it up and
clear the road. They all put forward great effort and the road
was opened by the end of that day. Thank you to all who were
involved in that project.

.
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The Flood of 2018, con't...

Amazing how quickly
it came in. The water
started creeping in
during the day, slowly
coming up over the
bank and across the
lawns and park fields.

Over night it peaked
resulting in the highest
water levels and the
worst ice damming in
over 40 years.

For many of us it

was just a fasinating
example of nature. For
some though there was
basement flooding and
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There was food
- lots of food

OV L |

There was corn
- lots of corn

Ferndale Park Day 2017 had a small but
A enthusthisatic group. The day turned out
to be beautiful in spite of a cloudy and rainy
morning. The clouds pulled away about
noon and people started to arrive shortly
after.

July 1st of other years. That
was viewed as a positive by
those slugging it out on the

of all different degrees of
expertise, ages, participating.

There was also no shortage of 3
spectators, ready to cheer on
whichever team was winning.




Lou D’Amore

A new neighbour taken too
soon! Many people looked
at the old dilapidated cottage
abandoned for roughly 27
years, but it was Lou who
bought it and gave himself
the birthday present he had
always wanted. On a chilly
March morning he saw the
potential in the overgrown
riverside property and rotting
minty green boards of one
of the last original House
cottages.

A retired math, music and
chemistry teacher, actor,
musician andl choir member,

Lou found the perfect abode
| ik

for his later years — A place
to kayak, tube, bike, hike,
fish and relax with his son,
Anthony. He and his friend
Cliff frequently came up
from Toronto to fix up the
place. One couldn’t walk by
without being welcomed in
with Lou’s infectious smile
and magnetic personality
while Cliff hammered away.
It was such a pleasure to
see the progress from week
to week while Lou showed
turn, Lou got to know his
neighbours and loved us
Ferndalians as well. In fact,
quite a few of us helped
out: Like maneuvering a
tree that was within inches
of smashing down on the
cottage, providing electricity
when there wasn't any,
lending tools and generally
pitching in. One of the
things | love about this
neighbourhood is how we
help each other. Lou was
such a wonderful additiol
to our unique close knit
community.

The last day we saw him,
Kathy, Darlene and | walked
down his driveway into the ~
cottage with 4 dogs in tow.
Two of the dogs had a quick
dip in the river and promptly
soaked his floor. Even wet
dogs were welcome. The
conversations and laughs
we had there will never

be forgotten and are now
deeply missed. For those
of us who had the chance
to get to know him in those
short 6 months, that cottage ,
will always be Lou's Place. [ #¢




The origins of the holiday on the first Monday in August seem  [ESE S EE
to stem back to a ‘day of recreation’ first organized by Toronto it A
City Council in 1869. 'A ' :
When Ferndale Park was created, the Civic Holiday Weekend [58 S
was one of the most celebrated events of the summer for e , ;
its visitors and summer residents. Known then as, ‘Fundale losing team would end up in the river.

Weekend' it was always the long weekend between Julyand e fiver was much higher and deeper then, there would be
_ : swimming races with lanes of swimmers vying to see who was |

the fastest for both bragging rights and prizes. Elaborate items
purchased by the committee made up the prices for these
games as well as the BINGO. One of the cottagers had a farm
near by and he would bring pigs which would be greased (just
to make it even harder). The idea was to catch the pig and
hold on to it. The person that held on to it the longest would
again win bragging rights .

L L i *

August. With events that ran all weekend long beginning with ~ Children would spend days
the dance on Friday night at the Pavilion. People would arrive  finding bits and pieces of
on the train from Hamilton on the north side of the Park and material to make their

from Union Station in Toronto on the south side. As soonas ~ Costumes for the parade.
they got the children settled into bed at the cottages, they Sometimes the parents 4
would join the singles at the dance hall. Once the music was

would get involved in
the making of these
costums and they
could get quite
elaborate.There
would be prizes

for the winning
costumes in various
categories.

Shown here is

an example of a
winning costume
and the proud
winning participant.

bridge and watch the dance from the bushes. Everyone loved ~ 11e information
the Friday night d th t old h to attend for this article was
e Friday night dances, even those not old enough to attend. /e gy

The big day was Saturday which centered around the Picnic. and Miriam Roche of
There were events like tug over war, where rope spanned over Copperhead Rd. Miriam
the river. Usually married men against the single men, many has been coming to Ferndale

wearing suits, white shirts and ties as they did back then. The  Park since 1945
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_There was great effort put
in by many.

There might have been
some unsportsman like
behaviour on occasion.
This seems to have been
all perpetrated by the
same person.

<shown both to the right and to the Ieﬂ>




All over North America in cities
and rural areas alike the rules
regarding dogs off-leash are very
rigid. Leash off areas are primarily
fenced, often small, few and far
between. We are so fortunate
here in Ferndale Park that leash
off opportunities for our canine
companions exist as they do. We
have acres of forests and trails
as well as the grassed areas of
the flood plain, not to mention a
river which they can swim in. Of
course, officially, our community
bylaws are inline with the bylaws
of the region. Therefore, it is
important we do not abuse this
privilege or take it for granted.
There are some common
curtacies that must be adhered to
if we hope to continue allowing our
dogs to run free.

If any resident refuses to honour
our “Ferndale Park Curtacy
Requirements” listed here we
will implement those by-laws with
regards to that person/persons
and their dogs.

.
l n‘:

. If your dog is off-leash
you must be within a reasonable
distance of him/her at all times.
It is not acceptable to open

your door and let them run free
throughout the neighbourhood.

. You must have a leash
with you incase you are required
for any reason to put them on a
leash.

. You are still responsible
for poop and scoop even if your
dog is off-leash.

PLEASE BE A
600D NEIGHBOR

CLEAN UP
AFTER YOUR DOG

Both the town of Caledon
and the Ferndale Coop-
erative have bylaws that
oversee what we can

and cannot do when it
comes to removing trees
in the Park. Atree can no
longer be removed just
because it is located in a
spot where we would rath-
er put or build something.
Town of Caledon Wood-
lands By-law 2000-100
covers all the trees in this
area. As does the Co-op

The Ferndale Board of
Directors must grant
permission for the re-
moval of any trees and it
must be permission given
in writing, signed by no
less than three board
members. That permis-
sion is submitted with the
application for a permit
to remove the tree to the

Town of Caledon.

Failure to follow the the
By-laws from the Town of
Caledon can result in fines.

SECTION 10 PENALTY
10.1 Any person who con-
travenes any provision of
this by-law,

including the condition of a
permit or an order issued
by an officer,

is guilty of an offence and
on conviction is liable:

(i) on a first conviction, to
a fine of not more than
$10,000.00

and

(iii) on any subsequent
conviction, to a fine of not
more than

$20,000.00




FERNDALE PARK

GUIDELINES

Below we have included for you the actual by-laws of our township
which we are required to follow.

To simplify their meaning it states it is against the law to use fireworks
on any date other than Victoria Day and Canada Day.

Further to the Town of Caledon by-law the Caledon Fire Depart-
ment has given us some very specific additional restrictions that
we are also required to follow. They are as follows:

The houses in Ferndale Park are built too close together to allow for the
safe use of any fireworks. They have recommended for our residence
to use the beach area and the baseball diamond of our Park.

BY-LAW NO. 2009-097

THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWN OF CALEDON A by-law to regu-
late and prohibit the sale and discharge of Fireworks and to provide for
the issuance of permits for the sale and discharge of Fireworks and to
repeal By-law 93-49.

SETTING OFF OF CONSUMER FIREWORKS 10.

(1) A person may use, set off, discharge, fire or cause or permit to be
used, set off, discharged or fired or hold a display of any consumer
fireworks on Victoria Day and Canada Day on property owned by him or
her.

(2) In the event of rain on either Victoria Day or Canada Day in such
amount that it is impractical to fire or set off the fireworks, the day next
following Victoria Day or Canada Day, as the case may be, shall be
considered to be the statutory holiday for purposes of subsection (1).
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Fire
Recreational Campfires:

Backyard fireRecreational burn
permits ($25) are available for
most residential properties
providing the lot meets the
minimum distances set out in
the By-laws of the Township of
Caledon.

All recreational fire must be
contained within a
non-combustible device and be
located on a non-combustible
surface.

The container must be at least
3 metres from any nearby
combustible materials.

For these fires only clean, dry
seasoned firewood is permitted.

The permits are available for one
year from the date,of purchase.




Get Help and

Ina Grisis
If you are in @ mental health crisis, we can help. Open 24 hours a day, 7 days a
week.

Call us anytime:
905-278-9036
1-888-811-2222 Caledon & Dufferin

For non-crisis information and referrals, please contact: 905-451-2123

24.7 Crisis Support Peel Dufferin is a community crisis service offering timely
response to adults (16 years and over) experiencing a mental health or addictions
crisis; individuals having difficulties coping; and family, caregivers and friends

needing support.

24.7 Crisis Support Peel Dufferin professionals will speak to you by phone to
provide support and help you make a plan to stay safe.

Our team of registered health professionals may also visit you where you are
to provide support. Our crisis team may include mental health workers, nurses,
social workers and specially trained plain-clothes police officers. We may also

provide ongoing telephone support and connect you to others who can help.

24.7 Crisis Support Peel Dufferin is not an emergency response unit. If your situa-
tion is a life-threatening emergency, call 911,

24.7 Crisis Support Peel is provided in partnership with the Peel Regional Police
Service and Caledon OPP detachment.

_ CRISIS
SUPPORT
PEELER==

VIDEG CRAT




